At the next conference between the two Houses Ba-con's part was not so fortunate. The Committee for Grievances had fallen upon the Monopolies; an action which had been clearly enough foreseen, and which Ba-con himself had wished to avoid by taking away the most unpopular of them before Parliament met. The manner in which he would have had this done is fully explained in a letter to Buckingham, signed by himself, Montagu, Coke, Hobart, and R. Crew, of the 29th of November, 1620,' the end being to get rid of them all: in some cases' by anticipating the attack, and revoking the patents, as found by experience to be mischievous, before they'were complained of; in others by waiting for the complaint and readily yielding to it; but not in any case to insist on upholding them against the current of opin-ion. And though the classified list which accompanied the letter has not been preserved, we happen to know that it included those two which drew the first fire, and did most to drive'the Commons into a course and a temper fatal to harmonious cooperation in the business for which they had been called; and that, if his advice had been taken, those two Patents would have been already numbered among grievances past and redressed. It appears from a private letter which he wrote to Buckingham on the same day (29 November, 1620) that both Monper-son's Patent touching Inns, and Christopher Villiers's Patent touching Recognizances of Ale-houses, were among these set down as " likely to be stirred in by the Lower House of Parliament," and which it would be better for him u to take the thanks for ceasing than the note for maintaining." The King referred the question to the Council Table, where Bacon argued strongly for revoking Patents of that class by act of Council at once. But he wsis out-voted, and had to acquiesce in a resolution which lie evidently thought unwise. Such Patents were to remain for the spirit of complaint to play upon and be ap-n."what had passed. could have no binding force. of this fact a vote of two subsidies required some
